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Theme

Human beings are social animals that do not possess the will to live alone.
Society is an aggregate of individuals involving “everyone” as well as a spatial
territory that serves as the source of relationships created in the living
foundation of human beings. This is also evident in the series of
ransformations towards civilizations since the origin of humankind. In this
sense, society is considered as a space in addition to a venue that revolves
around relationships, rather than a space tailored to “oneself”. Shaped by this
meaning of space and place, it can often be used in combination with the
concept of “publicity”.

Publicity is a basic concept that returns to the origin of humankind and is one
of the important concepts found in architecture as it carries the dual meaning
of abstractness and concreteness. Publicity, dealt with in a traditional sense,
refers to a space or a venue that allows unspecified individuals to come
together, and this has been premised on direct human contact. As a result,
publicity has long been perceived to be a basic concept that upholds
architecture from the past to the present, and numerous concepts such as
communication and sharing are understood to have derived from publicity.

However, it is time for us to reconsider the meaning of publicity.

As we are now experiencing the direct impact of the changes brought about by
COVID-19, architecture cannot be viewed as an exception in the tide of change
throughout society. In particular, the meaning of publicity itself is taking a new turn.
Now, publicity transcends beyond the “meeting” built on the premise of contact, as it
demonstrates transitional properties at the time of a paradigm shift in life. From what
has already occurred previously, online shopping, lectures, meetings, and many more
have been carried out through mobile phones regardless of the location, and the space
continues to deviate from the traditional sense of publicity with a primary emphasis on
social media.
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As described above, the 38th Busan International Architecture Competition will be held
under the theme designed to offer concrete and creative alternatives to publicity
tailored to our reality.

To this end, this competition aims to reconfigure the meaning of publicity required in
an everchanging society, while at the same time, commence with a variety of questions
asking, “whether publicity that works in our lives is manifesting itself”, “will it manifest
itself?”, or “can it manifest itself?”

Publicity may be construed in various ways. However, the competition seeks to hear a
wide range of opinions from the existing framework of publicity, whether it is
conventional publicity, the currently transforming publicity, or our own publicity. We
would like to invite numerous young architects to provide answers to the above
questions regarding the various aspects of publicity that coexist on the cusp of
change.
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